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s of artist Florence Wink, collected in her home in Maplewood. Below, Wint stands amid works she's been creating her entire Life.

Home is where her artis

Maplewood woman's work, created over a lifetime, to be featured in two shows

lorence Wint's house in
Maplewaod is full of art,
Feally full, that is.
Her life's work is stacked

carefully throughisuat the howse that
hier fnther — who used to run the

old Widerkher's Hardware S2ome in

Maoplewoos] — lefl b ber when he
dizd, Noareow corridors allow visitors
to walk through

FPaintings,

collages made with African cotton
priats, brightly colored coramics,

Artist

COMTIMUED FROM PEDE T1

Now 85 nnd Hyving with her
s Test] in Mew Yark, Wint's
wark has been featured ina
show of 18 woodcuts at the NY
Coo Gallery, a Japanese-Amer-
jean cultural cutlel supported
by thei: S8 H Foundation in
Muonhnttnm,

She's alao in bwo surnar-
long shows in Miw Jersey:
a5 o of thirew older Jorsey
artizts ol the Summit Mesdical
Center in Berkeley Helghts
and in o special oneperson
show that just openesd ot the
Brodsky Center Gallery in
ihe Heldrich Hotel in New
Brunswick.

“Mobody deserves it more
than Florenoe,” says arlist Do
Mell, whi until a few vears ago
lrwes] im Mapdewond, too, inn
hasee cverflowdng with heer
oW art.

Mell mowr lives in Cape Cod,
bt becnme friends with Wing

found-object sculpiurn:,

when she was caring for her
liusbansd, who was bind and
had Alzherimeer's i his last
vears, Theodore Wint died 12
years ago. Since then, Flonemos
has been making art with a
single-minded fury, mostof it
mnrked, like Medl's oo, by o
favax malve style and brillkan
color

It's really all Wint ever
wambed o do, however much
beling & wile and maotber dis-
trncted her,

“Iirst thought | wantied 1o
bex an ariist when | was nearly
10, Wind says. °I was keplt
homesick fromschoo] one doy
ang [ started o draws. | remiem-
D Thal wias whsei ]J'ETIE}'-H
“Sneow White and the Seven
Drovnrfs’ ws very big. (The film
wid Peleased i 1BET) [ started
o dranw the animals in the film,
and 1 wos nmaeed | eould denw
thiem!”

=he gol info Arls High
School in the 19408 on the
strength of ber drowings. Wint

wosdets and etchings, many of them
with ankmal subjects or nudes, some
with politicnl stotements, fill almaost
AVETY PO

1t is sametimes hard o say whers
the house cods nnd the nrt begins

Wint [snt famous — though o select
gronps of artists have been friends ond
suppariers for years, But in the past
four months, she's been suddenly gel-

ting there,

Artistic

A Solo Exhibit by
Flarence Wint
BGallery, Heldrich Hotel
Hewy msuch: Fror Vs
Hheheldnich.com.

The Art of Aging

Florence Wint and
MeGeshan

Bevkeley Heghts

Where: Grodsky Center
i

Livingsdon A, New Brondeck
Whane Thiough Awg 31

Gracefully: Edwin Havas,

Betty

Where: Summil Medcal
Groug. | Diomond Ml Rood

When Thiough Ehe Surmamer,
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shudbead b b @ painter back
i vt il dio suach
things, or anyway very fevw did
— first at Wesbeyan in Chia,
then ol Mew York Unkversity,
and finally getting her masters
1 Columbin. Many of ker
teachers wore well-known
abstract expressionists; she
toak it up, too, and even Hved
for a time right bedow Willem
e Kooning's studioon 10ih
Street on the Lower Exst Side.

Biet universities didn't give
teaching poailions 1o female
artists back then. Wormen
warked in olementary schools,
ceecastonndly in the high
selwsls. Besides, Wint didn't
bk disciphining students. Sl
foand her place teaching art nt
senlor citizen centers

And then there was thi
mabier of Florence's marriage.
Thee menn shiz fiell In love srith
in 1958, Theodore Wint, was
i Jurnajean immigrant, aml
blsck. He had four children by
n previous morringe (also lo s

white woman), and Florence
Bsecame Ehelr mother. Five

years lober, she and Theodore

hind Tesd Ir, together,
118 haurd R quedber imaggine

wheal bhis mseant in b pre-civil

rights ern. Todny, the presi-
dhent of the United States
of mixed-race beritage; besck
Eheirm, paclally mlbosd marriogo
was st ilbegnl in several
slabes

=My whole family disowned
me,” Wint says, “They'd hind
theelr experbemees that gnve
them prejudices. Bul Tdidn
It 8 boithoer ™

WORKED IN BASEMENT

Becaase, il goes unstated,
ahse hawd hior work. Living in
Erookhm, she radsed her kids
and painted and sculpled
in ther basemsent. When lwer
Enther died in 1950, ro one olse
in thee fnmmdly wanted the house
in Maplewood, 50 Wint started
b turm it indo & glant studic)
wnrchouse, Her kids were on

Lthesir cwn by then.

Working alone af first, she
made things out of whatever
came to hand — house paint,
oerambe clay, amd [aier bags of
thirkdt shop grommets and tin
stars that she applicd to aliar-
like vonstructions. The birch
wiondeuwls she showed ol Aljira,
the: Hunderdon Art Musaum
nnd the Center for Visanl Arls
Im Summit — with thedr hisrat-
Iz anlmals drawn ill.ﬂll:tﬂl'lt'lg.
mervos detnd] — were among
thee menst Enferesting

There abwiays seerned Lo b
 textile pattern in the back
of Wint's mindd, but the not-
ipuite-ramdom plocement of
thee figures never seftled inbo s
truly repotitive design. [Ewas
ns A thzy were beginning 1o,
bull eould nol quibe agree on a
pathera.

After Yinkn Shondbare's
Imstallntion ot the Mewark
Museurn, Wint took up Afri-
can cotban prints s collngs
backgrounds. Much of the

Regulor hours one 820 a.m
fo & pom. Morckoys throwgh
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Some works by artist Florence 'Wint, which she has collected in her Maplewood home, inclsde *Lovers,” Left, and “The Kiss,” cenfer, The works will be showm in two local exhibits.

work al the Brodsky Gallery
in New Brunswick consists of
these relatively pecont fabirkc
callages.

S works every day. Now
heasrd of hearing, Wint savs
she's, if nnything. maore pro-
ductive She maoved in with
Ted adfter a brief hospital stay
lnst Februnry, and she hins
studio space with good Hght,

Her som has been organis-
img Eher Maplewood collection
=0 curnbors and dealers might
oo in Lo nssess Florenoe's
wiark. 118 not an easy thing —
there nre thousands of pleces,
nll arrnnged higgledy-plggbedy
on labdes, shelves, Sacked in
riorws oF pitled in the basement
He'd hoped to have the ouse
resadly by the Maplewood art-
ista” sRudio bour a1 Lhe begin-
ning of Jumi, bat it's a bigger
jodh tham that.

Then again, Florenee ant
B anywhere,

Duirs Bischodl:

A anereper. com



